
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

e First Sunday of Advent 
 

November 30, 2025 
  

10:30 am 
 



 

 
 



The Entrance Rite 
 
 

Advent Mass Setting: Missa Marialis, Plainsong Mode V 
 

Please silence your phones and observe a prayerful silence before the service begins. 

 
Prelude  

 
The Great Litany 
 
Please kneel as the ministers enter.  
 

 

 
EMEMBER NOT, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of our forefathers; neither take thou 
vengeance of our sins: Spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed 

with thy most precious blood, and be not angry  
 
 

 
       with         us        for        ev    -    er.           Spare          us,         good        Lord.  
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ROM ALL EVIL and mischief; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; from thy 
wrath, and from everlasting damnation,  

 

 
 
From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and 
malice, and all uncharitableness,  
Good Lord, deliver us.  
 
From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil,  
Good Lord, deliver us.  

 
From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, and 
famine; from battle and murder, and from sudden death,  
Good Lord, deliver us.  
 
From all sedition, privy conspiracy, and rebellion; from all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; 
from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and Commandment,  
Good Lord, deliver us.  
 
By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and Circumcision; by thy 
Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation,  
Good Lord, deliver us.  
 
By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial; 
by thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension, and by the Coming of the Holy Ghost,  
Good Lord, deliver us.  
 
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the day 
of judgment,  
Good Lord, deliver us. 
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E SINNERS do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule 
and govern thy holy Church universal in the right way;  

 

 
 
at it may please thee so to rule the heart of thy servant, e President of the United States, 
that he may above all things seek thy honour and glory;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to bless and preserve all Christian Rulers and Magistrates, giving them 
grace to execute justice, and to maintain truth;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to illuminate all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, with true knowledge 
and understanding of thy Word; and that both by their preaching and living they may set it 
forth, and show it accordingly;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to send forth labourers into thy harvest;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to give to all nations unity, peace, and concord;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
at it may please thee to give us an heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy 
commandments;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
at it may please thee to give to all thy people increase of grace to hear meekly thy Word, and 
to receive it with pure affection, and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
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at it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are deceived;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; and to comfort and help the weak-
hearted; and to raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to succour, help, and comfort, all who are in danger, necessity, and 
tribulation;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to preserve all who travel by land, by water, or by air, all women in 
child-birth, all sick persons, and young children; and to show thy pity upon all prisoners and 
captives;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to defend, and provide for, the fatherless children, and widows, and all 
who are desolate and oppressed;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to have mercy upon all men;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their 
hearts;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the kindly fruits of the earth, so that in 
due time we may enjoy them;  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
 
at it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and 
ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to 
thy holy Word;    
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
 
at it may please thee to grant to all the faithful u departed eternal life and peace, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  
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at it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God, Blessed Michael the Archangel, Blessed John the Baptist, the holy Apostles Peter and 
Paul, Blessed David of Wales, and all the saints, we may attain to thy heavenly kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

e Kyrie eleison is sung by all 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant e Lord be with you. 
People   And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon 
us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 
who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Please be seated.  

 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
The Epistle                             Romans 13:11-14 
  

OU KNOW what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, 
the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery 
and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

 e Word of the Lord. 
People   anks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 
 
Hymn 53     “Once he came in blessing”       GOTTES SOHN IST KOMMEN  
 Stanzas 3-4 after Gospel 
 

 

A 
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The Gospel                               Matthew 24:36-44 
 
 

Celebrant e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 
People  Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 

ESUS SAID TO THE DISCIPLES, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and 
they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

   e Gospel of the Lord.  
People  Praise be to thee, O Christ.  

 
The Sermon                         e Rev. Paul A. Nesta 

  
 

The Nicene Creed       
 
Standing, all say together 
 

BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and  earth, and of all things 
visible and invisible;  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 

of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.  
 

J 
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father 
and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spake 
by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection u of the dead: and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

 
The Exhortation  
 
e Exhortation is customarily said on the First Sunday in Advent.  
 

EARLY BELOVED IN THE LORD, ye who mind to come to the holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Christ, must consider how Saint Paul exhorteth all 
persons diligently to try and examine themselves, before they presume to eat of that 

Bread, and drink of that Cup. For as the benefit is great, if with a true penitent heart and lively 
faith we receive that holy Sacrament; so is the danger great, if we receive the same unworthily. 
Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, that ye be not judged of the Lord; repent you truly for 
your sins past; have a lively and stedfast faith in Christ our Saviour; amend your lives, and be 
in perfect charity with all men; so shall ye be meet partakers of those holy mysteries. And above 
all things ye must give most humble and hearty thanks to God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, for the redemption of the world by the death and passion of our Saviour Christ, 
both God and man; who did humble himself, even to the death upon the Cross, for us, 
miserable sinners, who lay in darkness and the shadow of death; that he might make us the 
children of God, and exalt us to everlasting life. And to the end that we should always 
remember the exceeding great love of our Master, and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying 
for us, and the innumerable benefits which by his precious blood-shedding he hath obtained 
for us; he hath instituted and ordained holy mysteries, as pledges of his love, and for a continual 
remembrance of his death, to our great and endless comfort. To him therefore, with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, let us give, as we are most bounden, continual thanks; sub- mitting 
ourselves wholly to his holy will and pleasure, and studying to serve him in true holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our life. Amen.  
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The Confession of Sin 
 
e Celebrant says 
 

E WHO DO TRULY and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and 

walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with faith, and make your humble 
confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.  
 
Celebrant and People 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time 

most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the 
burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
e Priest says the absolution 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness 
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy 

upon you; pardon u and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
en shall the Priest say the Comfortable Words 
 

EAR what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who truly turn to him. 
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  Matt. 21:28.   

So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3:16.  
 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith. is is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, 
at Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  1 Tim. 1:15.  
 

Hear also what Saint John saith. If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the Propitiation for our sins.  1 John 2:1-2. 
 

Y 

A 

A 

H 



 - 11 - 

The Peace      
 
Celebrant e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And with thy spirit.    

 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 
Offertory Anthem                                          Richard Lloyd (1933–2021)  
 

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness, 
kindle a light each nation and race; 

God, in the poor, is coming to meet us, 
kindle a light to shine on his face. 

 

Christ is coming, Christ is coming, 
coming in judgement, in truth and in grace; 

Christ is coming, Christ is coming, 
meet him and greet him, and share his embrace. 

 

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness, 
kindle a light for all who despair; 

God, in the poor, is coming to judge us, 
kindle a light with fasting and prayer. 

 

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness, 
kindle a light in places of shame; 

God, in the poor, is coming to heal us, 
kindle a light with hope in its flame. 

 

Kindle a light to lighten the darkness, 
kindle a light for sorrow to cease; 

God, in the poor, is coming to free us, 
kindle a light for justice and peace. 

 
Words by Michael Forster 
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Confession of Sin 
 

LMIGHTY GOD, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We 
acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time 

most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the 
burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever 
hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Peace     Please stand 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
 
The Celebrant and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

Your generosity enables us 
to fulfill our mission. 

 
The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 
Offertory Anthem                                             Sarah Quartel (b. 1982) 
 
God with my lying down, God with me rising up, God with me in each ray of light, Nor I a 
ray of joy without you, Nor one ray without you. God with me sleeping, God with me waking, 
God with me watching, Every day and every night, Each day and night. God with me 
protecting, God with me directing, God with me strengthening, Forever and forevermore. 
Amen.  
 
Adapted by the composer from Carmina Gaedelica,  
collected and translated by Alexander Carmichael (1832-1912) 
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The Doxology                              OLD HUNDREDTH 

 
The Great Thanksgiving  
 
Celebrant e Lord be with you. 
People  And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
People   It is meet and right so to do. 
Celebrant  … evermore praising thee, and saying, 
 
e Sanctus & Benedictus are sung  
 

 
 
e people kneel.  
 
e Celebrant continues with the Eucharistic Prayer (BCP, p. 334), which concludes  
 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen.   
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The Communion Rite 
 

e Lord’s Prayer is sung (e Hymnal, S-119) 
 

UR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

e Agnus Dei is sung  
 

 
 

O 
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e Prayer of Humble Access is said by all intending to receive the Communion. 
 

E DO NOT PRESUME to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always 
to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Behold u the Lamb of God; behold him that taketh away the sins of the world. 
People  Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof:  
  but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
 

Communion instructions may be found in the introduction page of this bulletin. 

 
Communion Hymns                                      Hymns 56, 59, and 73 

 
Concluding Rites  
 
After the Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Kneeling, all say together 
 

LMIGHTY AND EVERLIVING GOD, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, 
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of 

thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards 
us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may 
continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to 
walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 
and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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e Celebrant imparts the blessing 
 

HE PEACE OF GOD, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, the Father, u the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 
 

 
 
Hymn 57     “Lo! he comes with clouds descending”             HELMSLEY  

 
Postlude 

T 



 

Announcements 

Stewardship Update
We have received 72 pledges for 2026, including 16 first-time pledges and 24
increased pledges, bringing us to $342,164. Based on our calculations, we can make
our 2026 budget goal of $588,568, but we need your support to get there.
Prayerfully review our campaign material and pledge to support us in the coming
year, knowing that the work we do in the Lord is not in vain.

DovePax Assembly Day

Lessons & Carols
Join us for our annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 14th, at 5:00
pm. We will be joined by civic leaders from across Denton County who will take part in the
Scripture readings. Childcare available. Reception to follow. An offering will be taken to
support our DovePax Ministry.

The Sacrament of Confession
Confession will be available every Sunday in Advent from 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm in the
Chapel Sacristy. Booklets to assist you as you examine your conscience can be
found at the literature rack in the Narthex, or you can scan the QR code to
download a copy.

Parents’ Night Out

Parents’ Night Out will be offered on Friday, December 12th from 6:00 - 10:00
p.m. Kids aged Nursery through 5th Grade can join us for a fun night in, while
parents enjoy a night out! Scan the QR code to learn more, and register you
child(ren).

Volunteers needed! Join us Saturday, December 13th, at 3:00 pm in the Parish
Hall as we assemble our next round of DovePax for families at Newton Rayzor
Elementary School and Calhoun Middle School. These food packs will help see
families through Winter Break, when students are without school breakfasts and
lunches. We expect the assembly to take 30-60 minutes. Scan the QR code to learn
more about our efforts.



Upcoming Events

Birthdays & Anniversaries

HEALING PRAYER 
Sun, Nov 30 | After services, Church

Dec 01 | James Bridges
Dec 02 | Heather Anderson
Dec 06 | Susan Miller

ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE (t’ferd)
Mon, Dec 01 | 8:00 am, Chapel

DOK PARISH-WIDE CAROLS
Sat, Dec 13 | 10:30 am, Parish Hall

YOUTH CONFRIMATION CLASS
Sun, Dec 07 | 9:30 am, Youth Room

JOE ROBERTS ORDINATION
Sun, Nov 30 | 4:00 pm, St. Matthew’s

WOSD CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sun, Dec 07 | 4:00 pm, Steve’s Wine Bar

Christmas Poinsettias
The church will be adorned with poinsettias as we

remember and honor our loved ones this Christmas.
Scan the QR code to donate and submit a dedication by

Sunday, December 14th.

Dec 06 | Jeff & Sheri Sager

CONFESSION
Sun, Nov 30 | 4:00 pm, Chapel Sacristy

JUNIOR DOK CHRISTMAS JAM
Sun, Dec 14 | 12:15 pm, Parish Hall

SHOP AND SHRED
Sat, Dec 06 | 10:00 am - Noon, Nook

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT
Fri, Dec 12 | 6:00 - 10:00 pm, Parish Hall
Registration Required

ROSARY GROUP
Sat, Dec 06 | 8:30 am, Chapel

DOVEPAX ASSEMBLY
Sat, Dec 13 | 3:00 pm, Parish Hall



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

623 Ector Street 
Denton, TX 76201  

940-387-2622  
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